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Betty Cruz Meg Gleason

For the past 92 years, the World Affairs

Council of Pittsburgh has shapeshifted to

meet the global issues of our time. But amidst

an ever-changing world, one thing has

remained constant: our role to convene and

connect Pittsburghers who care about the

world.

Although our what has remained the same,

our how has evolved to reflect our changing

society. As we enter a future that’s more

interconnected and interdependent than ever,

we’re redefining what global learning looks

like. 

Many roads lead to the Council, and we meet

people where they are, whether in a

classroom, conference room, or on a bike

trail. Each path to global learning is unique.

Here’s what a few of these paths looked like in

2023:

We connected with real people behind

policies by lifting up stories that otherwise

may have gone untold – whether through

theater performances on the Ukrainian

migration crisis or a panel discussion with

women entrepreneurs on their experience

overcoming obstacles to professional

success in Japan and the U.S.

We paved the way for youth to learn to

lead by empowering our Youth Fellows

and Youth Board members to educate

their educators through youth-led adult

trainings and expanding our youth-led

Global Minds program as far as Hong

Kong.

And we celebrated the power of music

to bring people together, as

Pittsburghers of all ages and

backgrounds danced at our second

annual Soiree, dedicated to hip hop’s

50 year legacy as a tool of cultural

exchange. 

We believe that what starts as a single

conversation today can spark a lifetime of

global learning. No matter what road they

take to our work, just one globally-

minded individual has the power to

change their community and the world. 

Thank you for being with us on this

journey to build a world that is equitable

and just for all.

President & CEO
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Many roads lead

to the Council,

and we meet

people where

they are.

2023 In

Review

Chair, Board 

of Directors

what

how



49
expert

speakers

11
public

programs

41
schools
served

35
youth

programs

Where did we go 

in 2023?
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Global Minds Chapters:

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA

Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, USA

West Aurora, Illinois, USA

Madison, Alabama, USA

St. John, New Brunswick, Canada

Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada

Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada

Port Hawkesbury, Nova Scotia, Canada

Pok Fu Lam, Hong Kong

Global Travel

Scholars Program:

Japan

France

South Korea

Ecuador

Italy

Spain

Ukraine, Russia

A Diplomatic End to the War in Ukraine

Japan

Innovation and Women's Entrepreneurship in Japan and the U.S. 

Iran

Singapore, Dubai, Miami

Emerging Global Cities: A Conversation with Dr. Ariel Armony

MothermotherlandPerformance –

13
countries

visited

1,468
program
attendees

61
community

partners

I will dance with those oak trees as long asPerformance –



Raised in a multilingual, multicultural household, Reiko Yamamoto’s road to global

learning began at an early age. An entrepreneur and artist, she discovered the Council

when she was invited to sell her ceramics at a program, Innovation and Women's

Entrepreneurship in Japan and the U.S. 

She said, “I was surprised and intrigued by the work they do in Pittsburgh, a place I have

called home for 12 years. [The Council’s] commitment to cultural understanding is much

needed in a place that can sometimes feel small.” Click to hear Reiko’s story!

Through our speaker series, we invite subject matter experts — with

an emphasis on BIPOC and women speakers — for interactive panel

discussions, one-on-one conversations, and friendly debates to help

Pittsburghers learn clear, trustworthy, and accurate information

about global issues. 2023 programs included: The State of U.S.

Diplomacy: A Conversation with Ambassador Eric Rubin; Innovation

and Women’s Entrepreneurship in Japan and the U.S.; A Diplomatic

End to the War in Ukraine; and Emerging Global Cities: A

Conversation with Dr. Ariel Armony.

Getting to know the world around us starts with the world right

beneath our feet, and the most sustainable way to do that is by bike.

Our bike rides deepen our community’s connections to global issues

and bring neighbors together to explore our shared city. We hosted

two themed rides in 2023: Hispanic & Latine Heritage Month

Community Bike Ride and Climate Action Community Bike Ride.

...on a bike trail.
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The road to global

learning
Our immersive and engaging public programming

meets people where they are in their learning

journeys. This means that learning can happen...

...in a conference room.

We incorporate art, theater, dance, and music to bring to life the

people behind policies and stories behind statistics. We hosted Slovo.

Theater Group’s Mothermotherland play exploring motherhood and

the Ukrainian refugee crisis, and CP4P International Productions’

performance of I will dance with those oak trees as long as to bring to

life the experience of Kurdish women in 1980s Iran.

...on stage.

The Road to Global Learning: Reiko’s Story

https://www.instagram.com/p/C1FOVbyLcq7/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C1FOVbyLcq7/


Our Global Travel Scholars program provides a full scholarship

to students with financial need to participate in a summer

program abroad. Our eight Scholars traveled to six countries.

Along with a trip overseas, this year-long program includes

orientation sessions on cultural humility and a storytelling

event to share the transformative impacts of travel abroad and

cross-cultural exchange. Hear their stories!

Study Abroad as a Global Travel Scholar

Nurturing the

leaders of 

today
We work alongside young people, empowering them

to take action on global issues. We create connected

pathways for students to navigate their own

personalized learning journeys, paving the way for a

lifetime of leadership and curiosity about the world

around them. Young people can....
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Most students first learn about our youth programming from a

teacher or by attending a conference. Designed by and created for

youth, conferences like the World Affairs Institute engage students

in discussions of key issues in international affairs so that they can

understand and think critically about their world.

Attend a Conference

Our Youth Board and Youth Fellows program focuses on

leadership and career development by providing high school

students with hands-on professional experience. Fellows work

alongside staff members on daily tasks and collaborate with

Youth Board members to design and facilitate youth-led

trainings for adult allies, educators, and community leaders.

Apply to be a Youth Fellow or Board Member

Global Minds, our flagship youth program, is a school-based

program that catalyzes youth-led action for inclusive and

welcoming schools. In 2023, we expanded our Global Minds

footprint to 16 active Chapters across the U.S., Canada, and

Hong Kong!

Start a Global Minds Chapter

Izzy L.’s experience is a perfect example of this learning pathway!

She got involved with the Council by participating in a design committee,

then started a Global Minds Chapter, and finally became a Youth Fellow.

Click to read Izzy’s story.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGHzRdABxlw&t=1s
https://worldpittsburgh.dm.networkforgood.com/emails/everyone-has-a-story-this-is-izzy-s
https://worldpittsburgh.dm.networkforgood.com/emails/everyone-has-a-story-this-is-izzy-s
https://worldpittsburgh.dm.networkforgood.com/emails/everyone-has-a-story-this-is-izzy-s


Our annual Soiree brings our mission to

life as a true celebration – a party

dedicated to our caring community and

all the ways we are connected to the

world around us.

Nearly 250 members of our community

gathered for Radiating Rhythms:

Celebrating Hip Hop’s Brilliance on

October 6, in honor of hip hop's 50th

anniversary and our 92nd year of

connecting Pittsburgh to the world.

We also honored the winners of our Illuminate

Awards, presented by the David Glick

Memorial Fund. These leaders have made a

difference in advancing global mindedness and

connection in the Pittsburgh region: 

Brent Rondon (Business Leader)

Angela Garcia (Community Leader)

Sasha Ahmad (Youth)

Carolina Loyola-Garcia (Educator)

Community is what gives meaning to people’s lives.

Community makes you belong, gives you a sense of

identity, makes you feel welcome, gives you the

encouragement to get up in the morning and go make a

difference because you feel that you’re having some

impact with the people that you are relating to. So

events like tonight, the Soiree, that bring so many people

together from a variety of different backgrounds,

ethnicities, places of origin, ages, is one fantastic way of

building that sense of community, of friendship.

– Carolina Loyola-Garcia, Illuminate Award winner
Click to watch a video capturing the night!

Soiree
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7anroulXbc&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7anroulXbc&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7anroulXbc&t=9s


Foundations

$547,349

Contributed Services/Facilities

$104,463

Fundraising Event Revenue

$91,735

Individuals

$30,653

Youth Programs

$438,771

Fundraising & Communications

$214,935

Public Programs

$156,411

Administration

$86,844

Total Expenses: $896,961

Total Revenue: $779,500

End of year net assets:  $1,394,013

These are unaudited numbers and may change.
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Financial

Statements

Corporations

$3,000

Program Fees

$2,300

Individuals

$30,653

Fundraising &

Communications

$214,935

Contributed

Services/Facilities

$104,463



Donor

Listing
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Individual Supporters:

Aiysha Chatha

Alan Ackerman

Alex Condron

Alex Stanzione

Allyson Delnore

Ana Maria Mieles

Andrés Franco

Anette Nance

Angela Garcia

Ann Scherlis

Anne Jackson

Anne Lewis

Ariel Armony

Armon Coleman

Beth Spatz

Bob Clifford

Bridget Quinlan

Bruce Monty

Bruce Watkins

Carissa Slotterback

Carolina Loyola-Garcia

Catherine Augustine

Chad Smedley

Chris Amar

Christine Cicchino

Christopher and Ann 

   Donahue

Claire Gatz

Clare Drobot

Cynthia Baldwin

Damon Young

Daniel Timoney

David Hickton

Delores Blough

Denele Biggs

Devon Lawson

Edith Cook

Ellen Kight

Etsuro and Yoko 

   Motoyama

Eve Reynolds

Farren Jackson

Frank Lojacono

Fred Thieman

Gina Malachow

Heather McCracken

Hilda Fu

Holly Hickling

Holly Hicks-Opperman

Ihab Salib

Jackie Slaugenhaupt

Jake Stockman

Jameeta Davis

James Turner

Jean-Pierre Nsanzabera

Jenna Baron

John Inserra

John McCaslin

John Wisniewski

Jonathan Spatz

Joseph Lagana

Justin Forzano

Kathleen Buechel

Kathy Slencak

Katie Manukyan

Khara and Bishnu 

   Timsina

Kimi Wenzel

Kobie Crosley

Kyoko Endo-Zuch

Les Dutka

Linda Gentile

Lindsay Powell

Loree Lipstein

Lynette Horrell

Lynn Desmone

Margaret Gleason

Maria Lewis

Mariela Antunes

Mark Freeman

Mary Boscia

Mary McKinney

Mary Beth Papciak

Mason Blaschak

Max Laun

Melissa Ruggiero

Michael Hogel

Mike Capsambelis

Mila Sanina

Molly McSweeney

Nadyli Nunez

Nancy Condee

Nancy Snider

Natasha Phillips

Nevena Staresinic

Nicholas Paone

Nora Hammond

Paul Overby

Paul Pass

Peggy and Paul Outon

Peter Sharadin

Peyton Klein

Phoebe Reese

Randy Kovitz

Raymond Tapia

Rebecca Berquist

Rick Vargo

Robert Fronduti

Robin Zoufalik

Foundation, Corporate & Organization Supporters

African American Chamber of 

   Commerce Western PA

ALPFA

American Middle East Institute

Avenue Four Analytics

Benedum Foundation

Benter Foundation

Buhl Foundation

Hillman Foundation

McCrory LLC

McCune Foundation

Northwestern Mutual Diversity, 

   Equity, and Inclusion Council 

   of Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh Steelers

PNC Charitable Trust

Buncher Company

Dick Building Company

Donald and Sylvia Robinson Family   

   Foundation

Federated Hermes

Ford Institute for Human Security

Four Consulting

Global Links

A special thank you to our Soiree sponsors!

Ron Lawrence

Saleem and Patti 

   Ghubril

Sandra Matoushaya

Sandra Monteverde

Sarah Boal

Scott Lammie

Sean Sebastian

Seth Wiener

Sofia Akhmanaeva

Soo Song

Stephen Bullick

Steve Lackey

Steven Guo

Susan Englert

Teresa Mueller

Trista Zajch

Valerie McDonald 

   Roberts

William Markle

PPG Industries

PwC Charitable Foundation

Quincy Institute for Responsible 

   Statecraft

Remake Learning

Roy A. Hunt Foundation

Rukmini Foundation

University of Pittsburgh



Avery N. Makenzie S.

Tom O.

Natalia C.

Nandana M. Pavel M. Sophie G.

Aavin M. Jeongwoo C.
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2023 Board of

Directors

*Past Chair

**Deceased

VP of Sponsored Programs,

Chair

Saleem Ghubril,

Vice Chair

Margaret C. Gleason,

Secretary

Barbara E. Barnes, MD, MS,

Treasurer

Patrick Forster,

Executive Director, 

Partner, Jones Day

Partner, Healthcare Industries, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Betty Cruz, President and Chief Executive Officer, World Affairs 

Directors

Alan L. Ackerman, Esq,

Ariel C. Armony, PhD,

Catherine Augustine, PhD,

Jenna Baron,

William F. Benter,

Kathleen Buechel,

The Honorable Rich Fitzgerald,

Peyton Klein,  Founder, Global Minds Initiative

Ihab Salib, Senior Vice President, Federated Hermes

Senior Policy Researcher, RAND Corporation

 University Center for International Studies, University of Pittsburgh

Council of Pittsburgh

Retired Attorney-at-Law 

Vice Provost for Global Affairs, Director,

Director, Pittsburgh Office,

 Executive Director, ARYSE

Chairman and International CEO, Acusis

Executive Director, The Benter Foundation

 County Executive, Allegheny County

The Honorable Edward C. Gainey, Mayor, City of Pittsburgh

Paul Overby, Honorary Consul, Federal Republic of Germany in Pittsburgh

Lynette Horrell, Partner, Ernst & Young LLP

David Hickton, JD, Founder, University of Pittsburgh Institute 

for Cyber Law, Policy, and Security

 Research Support and Continuing Medical Education, UPMC

The Pittsburgh Promise

Directors Emeriti

*Alan H. Finegold, Esq,

Law Offices of Alan H. Finegold

Former President, 

Former Attorney General of the United 

States, Former Governor of Pennsylvania

*F. Worth Hobbs,

**The Honorable Dick Thornburgh,

**James M. Walton, Vice Chairman,

 The Heinz Endowments

Alcoa Foundation

Youth Board

Click to learn more

about our Youth

Board members!

https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cu7j5RGJvGI/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cu7j5RGJvGI/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cu7j5RGJvGI/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cu7j5RGJvGI/
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Thank you to 

our partners!Our collective impact is greater

when we work together. We are

proud to partner with other

organizations doing important

work to build an equitable and just

world. 



W O R L D  A F F A I R S  C O U N C I L  O F  P I T T S B U R G H

2 0 2 3  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

1 0

The World Affairs Council of Pittsburgh full-

time staff works together with seven Youth

Fellows to bring diverse, bold, and engaging

programming to the Pittsburgh region and

beyond.

Learn more about our team.

Meet Our

Team!

https://www.instagram.com/reel/CwBD5-FJbZE/
https://worldpittsburgh.org/about/#staff_section


Stay

Connected!
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Whether you attend every program, support our work with

a donation, or are just learning about us for the first time –

thank you for joining us on a journey to global learning, in

2023 and in the years ahead. It takes everyone to build a

globally minded, globally connected region and world.

We’re glad you’re here with us.

Head to worldpittsburgh.org to learn more about us, and be

sure to sign up for our newsletter to connect with the Council

community and stay aware of upcoming programs.

https://worldpittsburgh.org/
https://worldpittsburgh.org/newsletter/

